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NEW YORK (AP) - Three 
colleagues of the late Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. denounced 
as * 'totally false*’ Monday a 
Time magazine report that FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover con- 
fronted King with wiretaps re- 
vealing King’s alleged extrama- 
rital activities. 

A fourth associate said Hoo- 
ver should be suspended for 
“misuse, abuse and malfea- 
sance in discharging his respon- 
sibilities” for the wiretap on 
King’s phone. 

The widow of the slain civil 
rights leader also issued a state- 
ment saying the Time story 
“does not correspond” with 
what her husband told her. 

Discussing a new book about 
King, “The King Cod Didn’t 
Save,” by author John Wil- 
liams, Time says that Hoover, 
meeting with King in 1964 , “lec- 
tured” King on his morals and 
suggested he tone down his crit- 
icism of the FBI. 

In a joint statement issued in 
Atlanta, Ga., Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, King’s successor as 
head of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, Rev. 
Andrew Young and Rev. Walter 
E. Fauntroy, declared Monday: 

“As participants and wit- 


nesses to the discussion_between 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and 
J. Edgar Hoover, we are 
shocked by Time magazine’s to- 
tally false report. 

“All three of us were present 
during the entire discussion and 
at no point did Mr. Hoover lec- 
ture Dr. King or even comment 
on his personal life.” 

The statement said it was 
“blatantly untrue that Dr. King 
slowed down his activities be- 
cause he felt threatened.” 
Coretta S. King’s statement, 
also issued in Atlanta, said: 
“The conversation between my 
husband and Mr. Hoover, which 
he related to me, does not corre- 
spond at all with the Time mag- 
azine report.” 

In Chicago, Rev. Jesse Jack- 
son, national director of the 
SCLC’s Operation Breadbasket , 
program, charged the FBI with 
making the tapes as “an inten- 
tional defamation of character.” 
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